Intercropping is practiced to maximise crops productivity and the, maximum use of the available resources of the plants. Usually, it is practiced for cooperation among the plants but plants also start competition with other plants. The stronger competitor may be more benefited. Therefore, care must be taken when intercropping is practiced. In this paper, interspecific competition between Abelmoschus esculentus L. Moench and Pennisetum glaucum (L.) R.Br. is reported. Various growth parameters were compared in monocropped and competitive conditions. The height of A. esculentus was less affected by P. glaucum when intercropped. The number of leaves and branches of A. esculentus were significantly higher in control as compared to competition. Number of flowers and fruits in A. esculentus were more in monocropped than for intercropped A. esculentus.
Introduction
Intercropping ensures efficient utilization of light and other resources, reduce soil erosion, suppress weed growth and thereby help to maintain greater stability of crops yield [1]. Intercropping is growing of two or more crops in close proximity to promote interaction between them and is practiced with the aim of maximizing plant cooperation rather than plant competition for maximum crop yield per unit area [2]. Plants need nutrients, water and sunlight CO2 and O2 for their growth and reproduction processes. Nutrient and water present in the soil where from they are absorbed by the plant roots. Sunlight, CO2 and O2 are taken from the atmosphere. When plants grow together they compete for all these resources. Competition is a harmful hindrance of one individual over another Figure 2B and 2C). This view was also supported by who reported that greater number of pods produced for monocropped A. esculentus could have been influenced by greater number of branches and leaves per plant.
This view was also supported by who reported that number of pods would depend on the intensity of growth of plant. The number of leaves and branches of A. esculentus L. were more in control as compared to in competition (Figure 1A and 2A) . This might be due to shading effects of P. glaucum on A. esculentus, because light is an important factor in competition to determine the leaf area [38]. Decrease in leaf growth may be due to the competition of roots for absorption of nutrients from the common rhizosphere. Distribution of root might affect the root and shoot ratio and consequently affected the efficiency of using moisture and nutrient resources [38-40]. 
